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Dear Mr. Secretary:

It! has recently D..n brought to my .ttention th.t the Isfander East Pipeline
Company Is appealing to the Department of Commerce, .seeking to overtur" the
State of Co""eoticut's denial of A permit needed for the construction of their
interltste pipeline as currently proposed. The Connecticut Department of
El\vironmental Protection claims that Islander Eatt'5 proposed pipelIne routiny docs
not comply with Connecticut's federally-approved Coaltal Zone Management
Program, created to protect the Long Island Sound, srtd that it's routing can be
realIgned to meet the standards of th8 ManBgement Program.

As an elected officIal from New York.r I can not c~mm8nt on the Stat8 of
Connectlcutrs claims, bu,.1 am concerned aboUt environmental impacts to Long
Island Sound. The Sound is a J\itJonal treasure and a greataa$et for New York
St81e and 8f'1y intersta18 pipelIne construCted should comply with both federal andState laws designod to pr.otect thil valuabl. resourcA: .

While this letter offers no comment concerning the Connecticut DEP's determination
of environment31 threats tn LI Sound. it Is my. understlndln$1 that Islander East has
yet to solve all routTng pl'obl~ms in New York. Specifically. ,. portion of the pipelIne
thet traverses the New York State Pine Barrens Preserve. spel:ifically the Calvel1on
Lateral portion of their pipe. The Calverton lateral a$ proposE~ along Route 25
would destroy acres upon acres Of the Core Preservation Ares of the Central Pine
Barrens Preserve. whereas I Route 25A alignment wbuld not. Many interested
pertie.s have tried to work. with Islander East to find a solution to their routing,
problems on Long Island. but Islander E..t $lmply refuses to address eoncern.
eboUt the Calvenon lateral.
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the Long Island Sound and the Long Island Pine Barrens are Irreplact.ble natural
trll$UreS Incl vItal to our region'. economy. rho &sland&r E..t pipeline will serve as
an important source of natural gas supplies for long Island. blJt 1hiB proJect muat be
buIlt in complIance wIth sensible conservation measures and law. .lre8dy in pl.ce,
be it in Connecticut or in New York. Until 1Iiander East meeul its obli9ations in both
New York end Connecticut, I ask that the Department of Corrlmerce reserve

judgement on the State of Connecticut's permit denial.

~ ~~~teven Englebright

Member of Assembly
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APR 2 9 2003

The Honorable Steven Englebright
New York ~t.ate Assembly
Albany, Net York 12248

Dear Assemblyman Englebright'

Thank you fur your letter to Secretary Evans concerning the Islal1der East Pip cline Company's
administratiye appeal filed under the Coastal Zone Management Act (CZMA) ar1d currently
pending bc~re the Department ofComnlcrce. The National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Adrninistrat~on (NOAA) processes many aspects ofCZMA appeals for the Secretary of
Commerce, and therefore was asked to respond to your correspondence-

Islander East.s appeal, as noted in your letter, is taken fTom all objection raised by the State of
Connecticut. In deciding the appeal, the Secretary generally must consider the proposed project's
effects on lapd or water uses or natural resources of Connecticurs coastal Zone. Your letter
expresses cqncems regarding the Ca1venon Liileral, a portion of the pipeline to be locatcd on
Long Islan~New York. but does not indicate how this segment might affect Connecticut's
coastal z:onelresources. To the extent the Ca.lverton Lateral affects New York's coa.o;tal resourees,
wc Wlderstand that the New York Department of Statc has issucd a gcncral CZM A concUITenCe
for the pipeline project.

Please be assured that all information contained in the appeal record that relates to issues the
Secretary Copsider$ in deciding the appeal wjlJ be carefully reviewed. Your letter wiJl be
jncluded in ~e administrative record for the Islander East appeal. Furthcr, we welcome any
additional S\Jbmissions that you or your constituents believe are relevant to the Secretary's
decision. Infonnation about the appeal, including the deadline for public. comment and tile stay
in the appea1's PC9ceedings, can be found at the Department's CZMA appeals website,
www. ogc.do~.gov/czma.hlm.

Thank you again for writing on this important matter.

Sincerely)

James R. Walpole

General Counsel


